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LPA submits 
3 copies of their request 
for early acquisition to 

Admin. Bureau. 

Admin. Bureau 
forwards one copy of 
the LPA’s request to 

ROW Bureau for 
review.

ROW Bureau reviews and notifies 
the Admin. Bureau if the parcel 

meets the criteria for early 
acquisition, and if Federal 

participation is requested, the 
estimated costs are reasonable.

Is the 
criteria 
met?

Does 
the LPA want 

Federal-aid for the  
early acquisition 

costs?

Admin. Bureau 
notifies LPA that the 
parcel does not meet 
the criteria for early 

acquisition.

No

Admin. Bureau requests 
FHWA to concur that 
the parcel meets the 

criteria for early  
acquisition.

Does 
the FHWA 
concur?

Yes

No

No

Yes

Admin. Bureau sends one 
copy of the LPA's request to 

LEB and requests a 
determination if any historic 

properties are affected.

LEB determines if any 
historic properties are 
affected and requests 
SHPO concurrence. 

Are any 
historic 

properties 
affected?

No

Yes

Does SHPO 
concur?

No

Yes

LEB revises 
historic 

properties 
determination. 

Start

End

Discuss Cultural 
Resources and 

Section 106 
Process with LEB.

FHWA reviews the 
Iowa DOT’s 

determination of early 
eligibility and notifies 
the Admin. Bureau. 

SHPO reviews LEB 
determination of 

impacts to historic 
properties.

Yes

Abbreviations / Acronyms:
Admin. Bureau = Administering Bureau
FHWA = Federal Highway Administration
LPA = Local Public Agency
MPO = Metropolitan Planning Organization
LEB = Location and Environment Bureau
ROW = Right-of-Way
RPA = Regional Planning Affiliation
SHPO = State Historical Preservation Officer

Iowa DOT requests 
FHWA Authorization 

for cost of early 
acquisitions.

Admin. Bureau notifies LPA that early 
acquisition for the requested parcels may 

proceed, and if applicable, FHWA 
Authorization has been received.  Provide 

copies to the ROW Bureau, Finance Bureau 
(Project Accounting & Payables Section and 

External Audits) and RPA/MPO.

Admin. Bureau 
verifies that FHWA 
Authorization has 

been received.

If acceptable, 
FHWA authorizes 

costs for early 
acquisitions.

Are the costs 
reasonable?

Admin. Bureau 
provides or forwards 
comments to LPA.

LPA revises request 
as per comments 

received.

Yes

No

If Federal participation 
is requested, Admin. 
Bureau reviews the 
eligibility of costs. 

Are 
the costs 
eligible?

No

Yes
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